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Motivation
o Billions of embeddings are needed in 

practice to represent each unique 
feature. a billon usually occupies about 
360 GB memory 

o New features are extracted 
continuously in order to reflect the 
latest trends and popularities, and the 
number of embeddings is constantly 
increasing. 

o Large number of embedding vectors 
may cause communication bottleneck 
in serving.

Background

Saec Design

Evaluation

In a recommender system, embedding methods are widely used as a critical part of the 
click-through rate (CTR) prediction model. The main task of the model is to predict the 
probability of a user clicking on a given item. To do this, it takes as input a set of features 
about both the user (e.g. gender, interests, etc.) and the item (e.g. title, brand, etc.).

o Basic Field-Aware Clustering Framework 
Features and the corresponding embeddings are organized into 
individual fields based on the attributes they reflect. Saec
generates a codebook for each field, the features in a field 
shares the same codebook.

Saec trains the model periodically (say every one hour) 
with newly generated feature data, and then applies model 
compression to the initial model. In order to recover the 
prediction performance, Saec retrains the compressed 
model before serving the online service.

* Please refer to our paper for details

o Figure 1 shows the performance between the 
compressed model and original model

o Figure 2 shows reduction ratio in the number of 
embeddings for the last 24 epochs 
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·<latexit sha1_base64="Gl+cK3tKw908kM8UcWCVA4nLACo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHoxWMFUwttKJvNpl262Q27E6GE/gYvHhTx6g/y5r9x2+agrQ8GHu/NMDMvygQ36HnfTmVtfWNzq7pd29nd2z+oHx51jMo1ZQFVQuluRAwTXLIAOQrWzTQjaSTYYzS+nfmPT0wbruQDTjIWpmQoecIpQSsFfRorHNQbXtObw10lfkkaUKI9qH/1Y0XzlEmkghjT870Mw4Jo5FSwaa2fG5YROiZD1rNUkpSZsJgfO3XPrBK7idK2JLpz9fdEQVJjJmlkO1OCI7PszcT/vF6OyXVYcJnlyCRdLEpy4aJyZ5+7MdeMophYQqjm9laXjogmFG0+NRuCv/zyKulcNH2v6d9fNlo3ZRxVOIFTOAcfrqAFd9CGAChweIZXeHOk8+K8Ox+L1opTzhzDHzifP9kKjrI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Gl+cK3tKw908kM8UcWCVA4nLACo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHoxWMFUwttKJvNpl262Q27E6GE/gYvHhTx6g/y5r9x2+agrQ8GHu/NMDMvygQ36HnfTmVtfWNzq7pd29nd2z+oHx51jMo1ZQFVQuluRAwTXLIAOQrWzTQjaSTYYzS+nfmPT0wbruQDTjIWpmQoecIpQSsFfRorHNQbXtObw10lfkkaUKI9qH/1Y0XzlEmkghjT870Mw4Jo5FSwaa2fG5YROiZD1rNUkpSZsJgfO3XPrBK7idK2JLpz9fdEQVJjJmlkO1OCI7PszcT/vF6OyXVYcJnlyCRdLEpy4aJyZ5+7MdeMophYQqjm9laXjogmFG0+NRuCv/zyKulcNH2v6d9fNlo3ZRxVOIFTOAcfrqAFd9CGAChweIZXeHOk8+K8Ox+L1opTzhzDHzifP9kKjrI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Gl+cK3tKw908kM8UcWCVA4nLACo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHoxWMFUwttKJvNpl262Q27E6GE/gYvHhTx6g/y5r9x2+agrQ8GHu/NMDMvygQ36HnfTmVtfWNzq7pd29nd2z+oHx51jMo1ZQFVQuluRAwTXLIAOQrWzTQjaSTYYzS+nfmPT0wbruQDTjIWpmQoecIpQSsFfRorHNQbXtObw10lfkkaUKI9qH/1Y0XzlEmkghjT870Mw4Jo5FSwaa2fG5YROiZD1rNUkpSZsJgfO3XPrBK7idK2JLpz9fdEQVJjJmlkO1OCI7PszcT/vF6OyXVYcJnlyCRdLEpy4aJyZ5+7MdeMophYQqjm9laXjogmFG0+NRuCv/zyKulcNH2v6d9fNlo3ZRxVOIFTOAcfrqAFd9CGAChweIZXeHOk8+K8Ox+L1opTzhzDHzifP9kKjrI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Gl+cK3tKw908kM8UcWCVA4nLACo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHoxWMFUwttKJvNpl262Q27E6GE/gYvHhTx6g/y5r9x2+agrQ8GHu/NMDMvygQ36HnfTmVtfWNzq7pd29nd2z+oHx51jMo1ZQFVQuluRAwTXLIAOQrWzTQjaSTYYzS+nfmPT0wbruQDTjIWpmQoecIpQSsFfRorHNQbXtObw10lfkkaUKI9qH/1Y0XzlEmkghjT870Mw4Jo5FSwaa2fG5YROiZD1rNUkpSZsJgfO3XPrBK7idK2JLpz9fdEQVJjJmlkO1OCI7PszcT/vF6OyXVYcJnlyCRdLEpy4aJyZ5+7MdeMophYQqjm9laXjogmFG0+NRuCv/zyKulcNH2v6d9fNlo3ZRxVOIFTOAcfrqAFd9CGAChweIZXeHOk8+K8Ox+L1opTzhzDHzifP9kKjrI=</latexit>

Lookup Lookup

(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="OgmmF/uTRgUZiC88x4RBtPBzJJE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhjLZbtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epoqxJYxGrToCaCS5Z03AjWCdRDKNAsHYwvp357SemNI/lo5kkzI9wKHnIKRorPVTxvF+uuDV3DrJKvJxUIEejX/7qDWKaRkwaKlDrrucmxs9QGU4Fm5Z6qWYJ0jEOWddSiRHTfjY/dUrOrDIgYaxsSUPm6u+JDCOtJ1FgOyM0I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDZN0sShMBTExmf1NBlwxasTEEqSK21sJHaFCamw6JRuCt/zyKmld1Dy35t1fVuo3eRxFOIFTqIIHV1CHO2hAEygM4Rle4c0Rzovz7nwsWgtOPnMMf+B8/gCIq41K</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="OgmmF/uTRgUZiC88x4RBtPBzJJE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhjLZbtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epoqxJYxGrToCaCS5Z03AjWCdRDKNAsHYwvp357SemNI/lo5kkzI9wKHnIKRorPVTxvF+uuDV3DrJKvJxUIEejX/7qDWKaRkwaKlDrrucmxs9QGU4Fm5Z6qWYJ0jEOWddSiRHTfjY/dUrOrDIgYaxsSUPm6u+JDCOtJ1FgOyM0I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDZN0sShMBTExmf1NBlwxasTEEqSK21sJHaFCamw6JRuCt/zyKmld1Dy35t1fVuo3eRxFOIFTqIIHV1CHO2hAEygM4Rle4c0Rzovz7nwsWgtOPnMMf+B8/gCIq41K</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="OgmmF/uTRgUZiC88x4RBtPBzJJE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhjLZbtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epoqxJYxGrToCaCS5Z03AjWCdRDKNAsHYwvp357SemNI/lo5kkzI9wKHnIKRorPVTxvF+uuDV3DrJKvJxUIEejX/7qDWKaRkwaKlDrrucmxs9QGU4Fm5Z6qWYJ0jEOWddSiRHTfjY/dUrOrDIgYaxsSUPm6u+JDCOtJ1FgOyM0I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDZN0sShMBTExmf1NBlwxasTEEqSK21sJHaFCamw6JRuCt/zyKmld1Dy35t1fVuo3eRxFOIFTqIIHV1CHO2hAEygM4Rle4c0Rzovz7nwsWgtOPnMMf+B8/gCIq41K</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="OgmmF/uTRgUZiC88x4RBtPBzJJE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhjLZbtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epoqxJYxGrToCaCS5Z03AjWCdRDKNAsHYwvp357SemNI/lo5kkzI9wKHnIKRorPVTxvF+uuDV3DrJKvJxUIEejX/7qDWKaRkwaKlDrrucmxs9QGU4Fm5Z6qWYJ0jEOWddSiRHTfjY/dUrOrDIgYaxsSUPm6u+JDCOtJ1FgOyM0I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDZN0sShMBTExmf1NBlwxasTEEqSK21sJHaFCamw6JRuCt/zyKmld1Dy35t1fVuo3eRxFOIFTqIIHV1CHO2hAEygM4Rle4c0Rzovz7nwsWgtOPnMMf+B8/gCIq41K</latexit>

(b)
<latexit sha1_base64="nvmtgWEx7qwPdQ+Ek+1IsFecZyE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhrLZTtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj25nffkKleSwfzSRBP6JDyUPOqLHSQzU475crbs2dg6wSLycVyNHol796g5ilEUrDBNW667mJ8TOqDGcCp6VeqjGhbEyH2LVU0gi1n81PnZIzqwxIGCtb0pC5+nsio5HWkyiwnRE1I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDUq2WBSmgpiYzP4mA66QGTGxhDLF7a2EjaiizNh0SjYEb/nlVdK6qHluzbu/rNRv8jiKcAKnUAUPrqAOd9CAJjAYwjO8wpsjnBfn3flYtBacfOYY/sD5/AGKMI1L</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="nvmtgWEx7qwPdQ+Ek+1IsFecZyE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhrLZTtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj25nffkKleSwfzSRBP6JDyUPOqLHSQzU475crbs2dg6wSLycVyNHol796g5ilEUrDBNW667mJ8TOqDGcCp6VeqjGhbEyH2LVU0gi1n81PnZIzqwxIGCtb0pC5+nsio5HWkyiwnRE1I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDUq2WBSmgpiYzP4mA66QGTGxhDLF7a2EjaiizNh0SjYEb/nlVdK6qHluzbu/rNRv8jiKcAKnUAUPrqAOd9CAJjAYwjO8wpsjnBfn3flYtBacfOYY/sD5/AGKMI1L</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="nvmtgWEx7qwPdQ+Ek+1IsFecZyE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhrLZTtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj25nffkKleSwfzSRBP6JDyUPOqLHSQzU475crbs2dg6wSLycVyNHol796g5ilEUrDBNW667mJ8TOqDGcCp6VeqjGhbEyH2LVU0gi1n81PnZIzqwxIGCtb0pC5+nsio5HWkyiwnRE1I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDUq2WBSmgpiYzP4mA66QGTGxhDLF7a2EjaiizNh0SjYEb/nlVdK6qHluzbu/rNRv8jiKcAKnUAUPrqAOd9CAJjAYwjO8wpsjnBfn3flYtBacfOYY/sD5/AGKMI1L</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="nvmtgWEx7qwPdQ+Ek+1IsFecZyE=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWtB/QhrLZTtqlm03Y3Qgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj25nffkKleSwfzSRBP6JDyUPOqLHSQzU475crbs2dg6wSLycVyNHol796g5ilEUrDBNW667mJ8TOqDGcCp6VeqjGhbEyH2LVU0gi1n81PnZIzqwxIGCtb0pC5+nsio5HWkyiwnRE1I73szcT/vG5qwms/4zJJDUq2WBSmgpiYzP4mA66QGTGxhDLF7a2EjaiizNh0SjYEb/nlVdK6qHluzbu/rNRv8jiKcAKnUAUPrqAOd9CAJjAYwjO8wpsjnBfn3flYtBacfOYY/sD5/AGKMI1L</latexit>

o Fast Clustering 
Clustering billions of embeddings may take well over an hour 

which is the typical training interval for recommender systems in 
practice. We develop a fast clustering method that exploits the 
feature characteristics to overcome this challenge. .
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